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1THE BOATHOUSE
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r'r.lHr.'gi-:’.". ﬁﬂ" {he :'.'H.hl_ﬁ:r'f a{f'H.?r*.*'J" foiied orpes, H'i-.l.!'_lllrr'w I;"J-.-*r:?';ﬁ* Fave il an entive
tuerstory guest house for therr visttors. The charming cottage known as "1 he
Boathouse” is indicative of the genuine Southern hospitality shinen Iy Steve
and fulie Koenig on_fohns Island, When Steve says, “Come spend the
rdghl in the boathouse, " he means i, Text: Marsha Heunit,
Photography: Rick Rhodes and Jay Vaughan.
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WHEN BUILDER STEVE KOENIG BEGAN DEVELOPING an idvllic paradise foor manure
lovers on Johng Island, he made his own house the first residence in the O(M-acre private goll
retreat, A long winding eoad theough lovely moss-draped live oaks, theough a gare ar Briars Creek,
eveniually brings visitoes 1o the privae |..;l'-|| cowerse, Wild Turkey Way {named appropriately afte
the abundant feathered habitanis) leads 1o Steve's long seclude d drivew: av., His newly construcred
twoepnd-a-halfsrory s surrounded by centuries-old live oaks that Unicn Soldiers amped under.

The howse, overlooking a wranguil lake and designed by naionally famoos architeon Mark
Finlay and Associates, is meant 1o resemble a vintage Wisconsin Asbing camp, Lake Sharon
provides abundanr Bzhing and is home (o numecoss species of native waterfowl including ducks,
herons, and egres and a family of eagles who make their home ina nearlwy ree. Sieve has seen
as many as five eagles wheeling through the sky of an evening, Foxes, deer, wild irkey, racconns,
||-..-:».'-il.|.|:|.|..|:|'|-.:l even the occasional bobear amble theoagh the wonds and aceoss the e .||||'. ETEENA,
Just down a winding road i3 the Rees Jones-designed Briars Creek Golf Course, the only ceciified
Awdubon courze i the stane,

While Steve’s house has a spectacular spot oo the lake, it his boathouse that offers an even
morce intimate view of nature, Perched oo a spa of land just a stone’s theow away, the cottagy

hieve Kovnag doesn 't have fo go far fo venl his ooiowse—il s aapacent o his omn howse
al Mriar s Ureek ""'"..'[""."" 5 Dalana, The smalier iause af |'r_'|"" SECUES (1 @ et JLrid e

_.ru.'r II'-.l rr.'.'.':'| e sitoos, A diog! '..".-_f. iy .'."' 7 _."r*n' _."r-.-l' LAY



spennis bo B am eXtension
i Bhe maan howse, A bl

I:III1|:'|I CTVCAILNT R e S Visaiars

tey lostimgne i rocking clhars

andl empov the lake and s
mhadaban s ug close,

Sieye Iyl thae
lmatbacnase bedore s owm
hostise was  fimished, He
tdten stawved there winle s
Fuesiasae Wik vimeded
comsirichon, enpyng the
Felusadinl sobinde offered by
e pwio-bedroom coltage.
But in wpieal RKoeng
Fawsbinerm o Sdevie 15 the omme
of  Koenpz  Constroction
Lo, whineh bsiinlels preTrim
fuwnses on Kiawaks Taland i,
thaer Bsmeibacsiiae s fosi class
all thee wads The talenis o
Pegey Marris,  interim
desipner,  combamed  the
wartnthy and richness ol
antugues b create the
undersiated elegance one
raghil expect noosuch o
wakerbromt exXperende,

{rve b Ehe Pwios versmolas
tacimg  the muun  hodse
e lonks a0 mmasive brock
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comitortalle prercal siclee
lomamgzange area. The other 1
almicst close enough o the water o drop ina Ashing line. The cottage’s mamn room featires a
soarimg cealing and glass doors overlookimg the lake. An unobdrosve starsadom the corner leads
b calwil b Balcomy sath s grancd view ol the rogrm belos.

e gl leadr s, with a Full .|-::!|.'H'-:'r|r bathy, pwves visatars the feehng ol '\-.I-e'-e']nrl!_g m the
clowds. Windows on three ades, plus glass doors tooa small baleony, brong m the early morning
ight or provide an unobstricied siew of the full moon rsng on the water below, While the sun

The ficteinar of the Seathause features @ soanng cetling and g doors eosrlooking e lake, Hich

vy sl ety foonide o sailalde deckgrond for o sabile weafival theme, A aromle

Teelde araed slvodrs in Bhe corner Dadanee the

el tinddle wearty g AT
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rises, mist over the water slowly dissipates
as the ducks and waterfos] begin their
sy mornings.

A rustic wooden able and chairs are
tucked in the corner of the living roeom.
A TV in an armaire, a radio, and plenty
of books and magazines are part of the
furnishings. The adjacent galley kitchen,
which opens onto both porches, is
designed for case of use and provides
Ay gourmel touclhes,

A few steps from the entrance o the
boathouse is a feldsione-lined beat slip,
from which Steve launches his wooden
cruising boat, He often takes visitors for
a leisurely sunset wour of the lake,
offering sights they'd never see from
land.

Dedicated 1o preserving nature, Seve
lives in the midst of a carefully developed
paradise. He and his new bride, Julie,
love 1o entertain, and varous members
of their blended family are ciien on
land. The boathouse is the perfect place
for family and guesis 1o spend a night. or
several davs.

"People always say they hate o leave,”
hee says wiith his ever-ready smile. Not oo
large, not oo small; not oo close, ol
v far awav—the boathouse is just righi
in every wan. v

Fecking chairs on the back vevanda (o)
beckan visitors to sif and enjoy the
serewity of ihe fakee. J"n'lr';{rll"'rj Eitefes
I'.':ln.ll'n'l.'r.'l_l .'ll.‘.-'r s ot Both l|'r.'ll.'.' anid fack
oy fii I"".-rr.'_l"r.l.'.' is futrgmound
thervneegrhonet, with hevdmwond focrs
making the fully functional kifcken

U B IRaligE



N

'-_-i.'-_-'-T'." R KOENIG CONSTRUCTION, INC

%

2L LA i

‘I

h‘l or BBB-664-6387
ww.koenigébnstruction.com

t _._~II 'F——--.-__“ &

PR

L]
el




